THE EVENING STAR.
————a—

PUBLISHED DAILY, EXCEPT SUMDAY.
Temporsry Basioess Office, 1109 Peanayivascia Avense.

S N KA 're
New York Office: 52 Tribuse Ballding
Chicago Office: Boyce Ballding.
Lasden Office: Trafal Balldi Trafalgar Sequare.
i ——

The Evenlogp Star 's served to subscribers in the
clty by carriers, on thelr own scccant, at 10 cents
per week, or 44 cents per month. Coples at the
eounter, ﬁ cents each. By mail—anywhere In the
United States or Cacads—postage prepaid—30 cents
per month,

Saturday Quintnple Sheet Star. §1 per year; with
forelgn postage added. $3.08.

iEntered nt the Post Utice at Washingron. D. C..
as second-clase mall matter.)

7 All mall subscriptions mist be patd in sdvance.
Hates of advertis ng made known on application.

dhe Foe

:"

ng

Star.

A LIBERAL EDUCATION,

Whether or not you wish
to buy anything the adver-
tising columns of The Star
amply repay the most care-
ful perusal.
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THEIR REMAINS HERE

—

The Maine's Dead Brought From
Newport News.

ALL T0 BE BURIED AT ARLINGTON

Privilege of Private Interment
Will Be Withdrawn.

THE CEREMONIES TOMORROW
—_——————

The remains of 15 of the dead of the
bhattle ship Malne, blown up in Havana har-
bor, February 15, 1898, arrived at Raosslyn,
Va., at 720 this morning, from Newport
News., They were escorted by a guard of
honor ecomposed of twelve men from the
Texas, Including among them Jerry Shea, a
member of the original Maine crew, and
who narrowiy escaped death. The party
was under the command of Lleut. Benham.
Chaplain Chidwick was also on the train

The traln which brought the remains con-
= of four cars and the engine. The
cars were Nos. 1335, 127 and 150 of the
Adams Express Company, which contained
the bodies. Next to the engine was pas-
senger coach No. 378 This contained the
detafl of marines which came from New-
port News.

As soon as the cars reached the freight
yards they were placed on the new siding,
south of the other tracks. The marines on
toard disembarked without loss of time,
and went to Georgetown, where they had
to eat. After this they went
on nationnl cemetery, where they
most likely remain until tomorrow,

sted

will
when the funeral exercises will be held.

The special train, which eame over the
Chesapeake and Ohlo tracks, left New-
i ews at 10 o'clock last evening, and
the uip through Virginla was made with-
gut incldent. Of the three baggage cars,
€ach contained the remains of fifty of the
gallant dead.

When the train arrived at Rossliyn the
night v an was the only one on hand,
The ht agent, Mr. G. H. Gingell, was
Imme mmunicated with, and in-
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Caprain Sigsbee made the trip from Nor-

folk = ed by Lieut. F. . Bowers
of the rmerly of the Maine. Cap-
tain 8§ have charge of the cere-
monics a - and Lieutenant

ém command of bluejackets. Chaplain

Chidwick will conduect religious services. A
guard of marines and the full Marine Band
will participate.

The exercises will be as simple as pos-
sible, end the ldea of having a parade has
been abandoned. The Preaident and mem-
bers of the cabinet and a number of naval
officers are expected to attemnwd the funeral
ceremonles. The Navy Department today
ordered a sufficient number of wreaths
made of galax leaves to enable one to be
Pluced on eazh casket.

©  No Private Interments.

The Navy Department has been reluctant-
Iy obliged to withdraw the privilege it had
intended to extend to the relatives and
frierds of the deceased sailors to allow
them to bury the remains at their homes.
This has been found to be impracticable

owing to the cowmditions under which the
exhiun on of the bodles has been con-
Gucted. When the remains were interred in
Ili.xu.::a WO years ago the ceremony was
conducted 5
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Statisties of the Maine's Disaster.

Folluwing statistics of Maine disaster are
Ished by Sigsbee: Officers killed,
s bodles recovered and ldentified.
rs missing. 1: crew killed at explo-
crew Injured and died later at
i, 8 total crew lost, 25%; dead of
crew recovered and actually or supposedly
Mentified, 73 dead of crew recavered but
not ldentified, 118; total crew buried, 161 ;
crew missing officer buried at Alle-

Cape

67,

gheny cemetery, Pittsburg, Pa., 1. crew
buried at Colon cemetery, Havana, 166G:
erew burled at Key West, 25 officers ar-
tached, 3 officers on buard at explosfon,

22 officers on shore at explosion, 4: crew
artached. 32 crew on board at explogion,
S29; crew at Key West at explosion, 1; to-
tal officers and crew attached, 359; total
officers and crew at Havana, I04: total of-
ficers and crew on board at explosion, 3540:
officers killed, 2; officers on board saved,
20, officers on shore saved, 4: tolal officers
saved, 24, crew killed at explosion, 250;
crew died later of wounds at Havana, 8:
total crew lost, 238; total officers and crew

nst, 260; crew saved, wholly unhurt, 16;
crew saved, injured and lived, b4; tum!
crew saved and lived, T0; officers saved, 24
total officers and crew saved and lived, ¥4,
Ninety-Seven Unldentified.

Of the 150 bodies which are to be burled
at Arlington tomorrow 63 were identified at
tha time of their interment in Colon ceme-

tery. Ninety-seven of the bodies to be in-
terred tomorrow sv-ere never ldentified.

PROTESTS AGAINST PARDON

Pure Food Interests Aroused by the Wil
kins-Butler Application.

Emphatic Telegrams Received From
Representatives of the Dairymen
of the Country.

Pure food Interests the country over are
being aroused to sctlon to protest agalnst
the granting of the pardon prayed for by
Joseph Wilkins and Howard Butler, who
are now serving sentences in Moyamensing
prison, Philadelphia, a description of whose
offense and endeavor to escapa just punish-
ment from it was published in yesterday's
Evening Star.

Attorney General Griggs has not reached
a concluzion in the matter yet, and, owing
to the importance of the real guestion at
issue, it will probably be some time before
a declsion {2 announced.

Emphatie Expressions.

Telegrams are already being recelved
from representative dairymen in relation
to the attempt to secure a pardom, and the
fellowing are copies of two sent to Mr.
James F. Oyster of this city, one of the
vice presidents of the National Dalry
Union. The first is from Charles Y. Knight
of Chicagn, secretary of the N, D. W. He
wired:

“The pardoning of Joseph Wilkins would
be considered an unfriendly act by the
dairymen of the United States, who have

for years suffered from such fraufdls as he
and his class have perpetrated. It iz In-
excusable and would certainly be resented
and made political capital of against the
respunsible partles by the millions of farm-
ers who ere now moving on Congress for
more stringent laws to punizh such of-
fenders. In the name of the dairymen of
the United States I protest against an act
fraught with such disastrous consequences
to the cause of honesty in commerce in
pure foods."
President Newman's Views.

The other, from John Newman, president
of the board of trade of Elgin, INl., the
most important butter market In the world,
was as follows:

“To pardon Wilkins would be agalnst the
best interests of pure butter and In faver
of the sale of counterfeits and a hard blow
to the dairy interests of the country.”

The origingla of these telezrams are In
the possession of the Secretary of Agricul-
Lure.

JOHN D. SARGENT INSANE.

He Was Accased of Murder of H. R
Hamilton.

EVANSTON, Wyo., Decembar 27.—John
D. Sargent of Naw York, who was sus-
pected of the murder of Robert Ray Ham-
fiton in 1801, is Incurably insane. Bargent
and Hamilton established a ranch on Snake
river, and lived there for some time. Later,
Hamilton was drowned and Sargent was
accused of the crime. Sargent is now un-
der indictment for the murder of his wife,
and is also charged with assaulting his
four-year-old daughter.

Ha fled to New York after the latter
erime was sald to have been committed,
bu* returned last summer to stand trial.
The confinement In jail caused him to be-
coma a physical wreck and to lose his
mind, consequently he has been released.

—_——————————
LETTER CARRIERS LEAVE K. OF L.

Chicago Assembly Oppose Resoln-
tions Condemning the Administration

CHICAGO, Deécember 27.—By the unani-
mous action of local assembly No. 1460,
Knights of Labor, the ranks of that or-
ganization were reduced nearly 500 last
night. At a meeting the members of the
as=sembly, which is composed of letter car-
riers, decided to withdraw from the na-
tional organization, in accordance with a
ruling made by the district master work-
man, E. J. Lindholm, on December 15,
when he suspended the local body because
it attempted to repudiate the action of the
national assembly in Boston recently in
adopting resolutions against the adminis-
tration of President McKinley. Last night
the resclutions were repudiated, and then
the members voted unanimously to with-
draw from the national body.

Not only did they agree to withdraw,
but they also decided to surrender their
charter, thus dissolving the local organiza-
ton. Charles D. Duffy, who presided at the
meeling, is president of the Chicago Asso-
ciztlon of Letter Carriers and vice presi-
dent of the Natlonal Association of Letter
Carriers,

———
TWO DEATHS IN A STREET FIGHT.

Deposit, Ala., the Scene of & Murder-
ous Row.

HUNTSVILLE, Ala., December 27.—In a
street fight at Deposit today two men were
killed and a third probably fatally wounded.

James Harden's throat was cut from ear
to ear by his nephew, Jesse Harden. The
former is dead. John C. Harden, a brother
of the dead man, was seriously cut by
Jesse Harden. and as the fight was draw-
ing to A clote Mae Russell diecharged a
load of buckshot into the abdomen of Jease
Harden, causing death instantly. All the
purties are well known and prominent In
puolitica. The cause of the fight Is not
known.

—_————

HARVARD'S BOAT HOUSE BURNS.

Building Was Just Approaching Com-
pletion—Loss Is $37,000.
CAMBRIDGE, Mass, December 27.—Har-
vard's new boat house on Charles River
Farkwey, which was almost completed, was
burned today. and the launch Frank
Thomson, a gift of the late president of
the Pennsylvania raflroad to Harvard, was
badly damaged. The loss Is estimated at
£7.000, of which $27,000 on the building

fulis on the contractor.

The boat house was to have been ready
for occupancy next March, and was one aof
the best bulldings of Its class. It was 139
feer long, eighty-five feet wide and two
steries high, with basement. The Harvard
Foat Club of New York subscribed $25,000
toward construction of the building. The
building was to have been named for Mar-
shall Newell, the Harvard oarsman and
foot ball player., who was killed at S8pring-
fleld, Mass,, (WO ¥ears ago.

—————
Conductor Furlong Killed.
Specinl Dispateh o The Evening Star.

CUMBERLAND, Md., December 27.—Jas.
Furlong, aged 32 years, a Baltimore and
Ohlo freight conductor, was crushed a'-
most beyond reccgnition by an engine back-
ing over him In Cumberlanli yards this
morning. His foot caught in a frog as he

attempted to get out of the way. Death was
instan —?

e e —

27, 1899—TWELVE PAGES.

TWO CENTS.

TRAILED BY SLEUTHS

Jurors in Molineux Case Complain to
Recorder Goff.

JUDGE CANNOT RELIEVE THEM

_——

Assistant District Attorney Says
the Precaution is Necessary.

—_————

THE WITNESSES TODAY

—_——

NEW YORK, December 27.—8ome of the
jurors in the case of Roland B. Molineux,
who Is on trial for the alleged murder of
Mrs. Kate J Adams, have complained to
Recorder Goff about belng under the con-
stant and almost painful surveillance of
detectives. They claim that ever since the
selection of the jury a detective has been
assigned to each member of the jury, and
this detective has shadowed his man with
annoying persistence. The complaining
jurors say that they are not only dogged,
but that their businesa places are Invaded
and even the privacy of home life is dis-
turbed by the detectives. One of the jurors
sald that he and his wife were even fol-
lowed by a detective to a Christmas tree
festival on Christmas night. His every
movement about the tree, the juror said,
and In connection with the giving of pres-
ents to the little ones, was followed by the
detactive. If the juror stopped to talk with
a friend, the detective was there at his
elbow affecting a faraway look, but bent
on catching every word. To have his every
word and his every act scrutinlzed and
jotted down, the juror said, was intolera-
ble.

The complaining jurors declared that the
detectives who did the shadowing made a
report of thelr observations every morning
to Asslstant District Attorney Oshorne.

Foreman Martin's Complaint.

Foreman Martin was one of the complain-
ing jurors. He sald that he and his family
were much disturbed by the detectivea of
the assistant distriet attorney’'s employ.

One of the jurors objected to the de-
toctive assigned to him, peering over his
shoulder and sidling up to him when he
was talking business with some of his em-
ployes. The complaints of the jurors cov-
ered tha whole range of their business and
domestic economy.

Agsistant  District Attornay Melntyre
sald today that fifteen detectives were
chosen for this purpose, a detective being
assigned to each one of the jurors. He
said that 1t was not unusual to have de-
tectives ghadow jurors during the triad of
an important murder case., It was essen-
tial for justee and public good that this
should be done.

It was said that Recorder Goff told the
complaining jurors that he could Jdo noth-
ing for them, and that they went away dis-
sitistied.

The proceedings in the trial were resumed
toduy with Daniel T. Ames of Ban Fran-
elsco, the handwriting expert, on the wit-
ness standd.

This is the forty-fourth day of the trial,
and the record for long murder trials in
New York county has been broken by ona
day without any of the essential points in
the case having been proved. It yet re-
mains for the prosecution to prove that a
murder was committed or that a package
of poison was sent through the mal. Lis-
tening for nearly a month to the technical
explanations of the handwriting experts
has had = plainly wearisome effect upon
the jury as a body.

Mr. Osborne Not in Court.

Asslstant Distrlet Attorney James W. Os-
borne was not in court when proceedings
began. The recorder waited a moment for
him and then refused to delay longer.

Assistant Digiriet Attorney O'Connor took
up the examination by regquesting the wit-
ness to choose some specitic point of the
admitted and disputed writings in evidence
that had not been touched upon by those
preceding him in the witness chalr and
state what bearing it had on the writings.

Expert Ames took for explanation the
lower loop in the letters “Y" and "G, as
they are to be found throughout the admit-
ted and disputed writings, Passing from the
question of the technical formation of these
letters, the expert talked on about what he
terned a “'phenomena.ly long ‘e’ This,
he said, was not an accidental happening,
a5 he had found that Invariably the letter
“E,” wherever used and whether capltal or
small, was of phenomenal length as com-
pared with the accompanying letters or of
abnormal size.

This statement appeared at first to be
contradictory to that of preceding experts
relative to the final "e" in the word
“oblige,” which is little more than a dot
on the paper. Mr. Ames, however, came to
that point later and said that the final ‘'e"
in that word was never so small that it
could not be recognized as an “e" and was
always disproportionately high from the
base line.

Characteristica of Dollar Mark.

The witness passed rapidly over several
points, which he said were only minor
ones, and then he {llustrated by crayon
three styles of forming the dollar mark as
it is done through the exhibits. As he did
80, he sald that in his judgment they rep-
resented three distinct types of the writer's
personality.

At this point the witness turned to Mr.
Osborne, who had entered the court room
during the demonstration, and said:

“l have a hundred other points I could
mention, but I am aware of a growing im-
patience."”

“Go right on, Mr, Ames,” sald Mr. Os-
borne.

The witness next said it was preposterous
for any one tu say that the handwriting of
the poison address was of a simu-
lated nature. If, as had been Insinuated,
that were so, the person who attempted to
imitate the writing woudd try to write as
nearly like the original as possible, and
there was absolutely no pletorial resemb-
lance between the polson Pa.clm.ge address
and the writings of the defendant. That
the powson package address was slmulated,
he sald, was impossible from any scientific
standpuint.

At this juncture Mr. Osborne asked the
witness if he had ever seen guch a splendid
collectlon of writings from which to draw a
conclusion as was found In this case, He
wuas anewered In the negative. Mr, Ames
then stated in answer to questions that not
belng aware when he first began his study
of the writings in the case that the Cornish
signature in those letters was not genuine,
he came to the conelusion that Cornish was
the man whe had written the polson pack-
age address. He had not at that time seen
any of the defenamt's writing.

“"Then,"” asked Mr. Osborne, “it is your
opinion that the hand that wrote the Cor-
nish letters also wrote the poison package
address?”

“Oh, yes, 1 came to that concluslon long
ago."

—
Steamer Sinks a Schooner.

LONDON, December 27.—The British
stenmer Starlight, which arrived here on
December 25, from Philadelphia, while
bound in, December M, collided with and
sunk the schooner Flying No lives
were lost.

—-
Roland Heed Has Cancer.

NEW YORK, December 27.—Roland Reed,
the comadian, who underwent an operation|
yesterday for the al of a us
growth In the stomach, i8/resting com-

fortably today,

SEIZURE OF THE FLOUR

Serious Complications With Great Britain
Not Apprehended.

Vigorous Steps to Obtain Redress Wil
Be Taken if Justified—Mr. Alex-
ander P, Morse's Opinion.

The Becretary of State has so far received
no report from United Btates Consul Hollis
at Pretoria comncerning the alleged selzure
by Britsh offlolals of vessels laden with
American flour, consigned to South Africa.

It is not at all llkély that any serious
complications will arise between this gov-
ernment and Great Britain over the Inci-
dent, and no doubt 1= entertalned that
Great Britain will make ample reparation
for the selzure of the merchandise In case
it 1s shown that she hag violated interna-
tional rights. If It turns out that neutral
goods In neutral bottoms destined for a
neutral port have been seized by either
party to the war, as would be the case with
Amerfcan flour conslgned to the Portu-
guese port of Lorenzo Marquez, there is no
doubt that the State Department will take
vigorous steps for securing proper redress.
It 1s the bellef of the officials, however,
that no serivus attempt will be made by
2ny European power at this time to classify
flour as coutraband of war.

Views of Alexander P. Morse.
Mr. Alexander P. Morse, an authority on
International law, has made a statemeint

on the legal aspects of the alleged seizures,
in which he says:

“The British clalm to selze American
breadstuffs afloat In Delagoa bay on the

ground that they were intended for trans-
shipment to the terrttory of the Bocrs
raises the questlon as to Its legality aec-
cording to prize law and Involves again the
ccnsideration of gullty !ntent in relation to
coutinuity of voyage in the sense of prize
courts. The theory of eontinuity of vobage
is not a new Inventlon, It having originated
with Bir Willlam Scott, who applied It ad-
versely to ceriain American interests In tha
last century. It was, Indesd, a revival of
the famous rule of the war of 1756. Al-
though It was repudiated by continental
Jurists and by some Amerlcan writers, it
was during the civil war In Amerlca adopt-
ed and somewhat extanded by American
prize courts at a time when It bore =gverely
on certain interests and adventures of En-
glish shippers and ship owners.

“Applied to the cardage of contraband
and to the breach of blockade, It became
the gettled practicea of American prize
courts Jduring the four years' conflict be-
tween the north and sovth. The extension
of this doctiire, however, has not been ac-
cepted by continental publieisis, and in the
case of the cargo of the Springbok par-
ticularly there has been sharp dissent by
authoritative English and Amerlcan writers,
In this case the Bupreme Court beld that
‘wiere goods; destined for a belligerent port
are being econ ed between two neutral
ports by a neutral shlp, it, thouzh liable to
scizure In order to ccnfiscate the goods, 1s
nat liable to condemration as prize,’ and
that ‘whebe the carge was originally ship-
perd with intent to violate the blockade, to
be tran=shinped at a neutiral port, the lla-
bility to condemnation, If captured during
any part of that voyage, allached to the
cargo fromthe time of sailing.”

“The law officers of the crown advised
the BritisH ~ign office that there was
nothing to justify the seizure of the Sprine-
hok and her cargo, and that her majesty's
government would be justified in demanding
the immediate restitution of the ship and
cargo withoutl submitting to adjudleation by
an American prize court. But while this
wuas the law su given, the British commis-
sioner, when the case came bhefors the
mixed clabms commission, under the treaty
of Waskington, In May, 1877, united with
other commissioners in finding against the
claimant for the cargo. Down to this hear-
ing It was unde-~stood that the British gov-
ernment, acting under the advice of its law
officers, had disapproved of the condemna-
tion.

“Mr. Fvarts’ argument before the mixed
commission, however, went to show that
the condemnation, while, perhaps, sustaln-
able under the British, system, as defined
by 8ir Willlam Beott, was In antagonism
not merely to the doctrines set forth In Sir
William Scott's time by the United States,
but to those modern restrietions of block-
ade by which alone the rights of neutral
commerce can be susiatned against a bellig-
erent having the mastery of the seas. It
is not strange that the British commis-
gloner should have declined to set aside a
ruling so consistent with the older Britlsh
precedents and so favorable to belllgerent
maritime aagendency. ‘The ruling of a
majority of the Bupreme Court and the
mixed claims commission,” says Dr. Fran-
cis Wharton, ‘cannot be accepted without
discarding those rules as to neutral rights
for which the United States made war In
1812, ‘and which, except In the Springbok
and cognate cases, the executive depart-
ment of the United Btatea government,
when stating the law, has since then con-
slstently vinddeated.'

“The maritime prize commission, nomi-
nated by the Institute of International Law
at the seselon at Wlesbaden, condemned
the doctrine laid down and applled by a
majority of the S8upreme Court in the case
of the cargo of the Bpringbok as a serfous
Inroad upon the righis of neutral nations
and as inconslstent with the spirit of im-
portant amendments of the rules of mari-
time warfare, of which the United States
had been the zealous promoter,

“The present Indlcations are that It Is a
doctrine which has come back to plague us,
and is another instance of the danger of de-
parture from sound prineiples under emer-
gent occaston.”

VACANT BRIGADIER GENERALSHIPS.

Places to Be Filled on the Reassemb-
Iing of Congreas.

Gen. Gllbert 8. Carpenter, who was re-
cently confirmed as brigadier general in the
regular army, has been placed on the re-
tired list on his own application, after thir-
Lty years' activé service. His last service
was In command of the 15th Infantry in
the Philippines. He has been detached from
further service in the fleld and ordered
home. His retirement le&ves two vacan-
ciea In the lat of Brigadler generals, and
results In promotions In every grade of the
line, Including the psomoation of Lieut. Col.
J. M. Sanno of the 4th’ Infantry, to be
colonel of the 15th Imfantfy.

The two vacanciesin the list of brigadier
generals will be filled on the reassembling
of Congress by the prometion and retire-
ment of several gfficers who have distin-
guished themselves #a actfon In the recent
war. It is pcaul that Gens.
MacArthur, Wilson, Lee, - Wheeler, Bates,
Young, Ludlow and Whesaton, all of whom
hold commissions fm the volunteer army,
are to be made brigadier”generals in the
regular establishment, and that all but two
of the number will be immediately retired.
Gen. MacArthur wil unffoubtedly be re-
tained in active service, but there is less
certainty as to the identity of the other
general officer to be retained. The death
of Gen. Lawton left a vaeancy in the lst
of major generals of volunteers, which will
be filled by the promotion of either Gen.
Bates, Gen. Young or Gen. Wheaton, all of
Wwhom are on duty In the Philippines. This
appointment will be made early next week.

Movements of Warships.
Admiral Schley's flagship Chicago has
arrived at Buenos Agyres and will remain
there until further orders. -
The Vizen has arrived at Norfolk.
The Marcellus has been: ordered out of
“The qilons’ Hartidht wih
e geyiser Hartford sall from San
Pn.mhen about January 10 for Valpa-

Raghrerigas

The Dixte will sall Thuréday for Norfolk.
The Dorothea i= pot to be placed in com-
mission for the time being.

NAVAL OBSERVATORY

Recommendations of Change Made
by Board of Visitors.

70 TAKE IT FROM NAVAL CONTROL

The Character of Administration
Suggested.

INSTITUTION’S IMPORTANCE

No bill has yet been introduced in Con-
gress embodying the legislatlon proposed by
the board of visitors to the United States
naval observatory for 1809, and approved
by the Secretary of the Navy, In regard to
the organization and management of the
naval observatory. This report was laid
before Congress a few days before the holl-
day recess was taken. The report, in brlef,
states that there has not been adequate
direction to the work of the observatory,
that It should be under the immediate su-
pervision of an astronomer, and that the
plan of {ts work should be lald out by a
board eapable of fully appreciating the best
uses that may be made of such an Instl-

tution.
The Naval Ohservatory.

The board of visitors making this report
consisted of Senator Wm. E. Chandler, A.

G. Dayton, Edward (. Pickering, George
C. Comstock and George E, Hale. The re-
port states:

“The nava! nbservatory, which was orig-
inally estublished as a sclentific burean,
auxiliary to the needs of the naval service,
has become, through half a century of
growth and through the expenditure of
large sums of money, as authorized by law,
an astronomical obszervatory of the firet
rank in respect of buildings, Instruments
and equipment. But by far the larger and
more valuable part of {ts eguipment has
little or no reference to any direct require-
ment of the naval service, and its existence
can be justified only on the ground that
Congress has intended to establish and
maintaln a national astronomical observa-
tory. Under these changed clrcumstances
its continued connectlon with the Navy De-
partment has seemed to many of those
whose views have bheen submitted to the
board of visitors illogical and undesirable.
In view, however, of the absence of a na-
tional university, a department of science
and industries, or other department or bu-
reau of the government especially suited to
the conduct of such scientific work, and in
view of the diversity of opinion among
Amerlean astronomers upon the question to
which existing department the observatory
could be wisely transferred, we helieve It ta
be inexpedient for us at the present time
to further consider the subject of such
transfer.,

The Astronomical Stafi.

“If the naval observatory as a shore sta-
tion, charged with the performance of cer-
tain functions assumed to have a relaton
to the navy, 18 to continue under the com-
mand of a line officer, we recommend that
the astronomical staff of the naval observ-
atory shall consist of an astronomical di-
rector. four astronomers, thresa assistant
astronomers and such computers and other
minor officers as may be provided by law.
The astronomlcal directors and astrono-
mers, whether professors of mathematies
or tuken from civil life, and the assistant
astronomers should be appointad by the
President, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, to hold their offices un-
tll their successors are appolnted.

**The Nautical Almanac office, which was
formerly a distinet bureau, {s now adminis-
tered by departmental regulations as a part
of the naval observatory, and It appears
from the evidence submitted to the board
of visitors that the successful administra-
tion of the observatory ls much impeded by
reagon of imposing upon its astronomical
director the duties of director of the Nau-
tical Almanac. Each of these offices fur-
nishes abundant employment for the entirs
time of an able astronomer, and we there-
fore recommend that there shall be & di-
rector of the Nautical Almanac appointed
by the President by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, to hold offica
until his successor ls appolnted. * = *°

Criticism of Administration.

“A critlielsm frequently and forcibly urged
agiinst the administration of the naval ob-
servatory, not llmited to the present time,
but covering almost the entire period of
Its exiztence, is that itz astronomical work
has not been prosecuted with that vigor and
continuity of purpose which should be
shown in a national observatory. The pos-
eibility of conducting well-planned re-
scarches with unvarying regularity over
long series of years should constitute the
great advantage of a national observatory,
an advantage which is not fully realized In
the history of the naval observatory, where
each principal astronomer seems to have
been left to choose his own line of work and
to alter it from time to time or abandon it.
This is perbaps ineviiable In a system
which places at the head of an chservatory

.an officer whko is not a technical expert In

astronomical work; and therefore in order
to secure continuity In the prosecution of
work well chosen and co-ordinated with
that of other observatories, and also to ob-
tain for the observatory and the department
advice and critdcism which shall be both
disinterested and responsible, we recom-
mend the establishment of a permanent
board of visiters, substantially as follows:

Board of Visitors to Be Permanent.

“There shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent from paersons not officers of the United
States a board of nine visitors to the naval
observatory, £ix to be astronomers of high
professional starnding and three Lo be emi-
nent citizens of the United Bilates. Ap-
pointments to this board shall be made for
periods of three years, but provision shall
be mude by Initlal appointments for shorter
terms. so that two astronomers and
one member of the board not an astrono-
mer shall retire in each year. Members of
this board shall serve without compensa-
tion, but the Secretary of the Navy shall
pay the actual expenses necessarily incur-
red by members of the board in the dis-
charge of such duties as are assigned them
by the Secretary of the Navy or are other-
wise Imposed upon them. The board of
vigitors shall make an annual visitation
to the naval observatory at a date to be
determined by the Secretary of the Navy,
and may make such other visitations not
exceeding two in number annually by the
full board, or by a duly appointed com-
mitiee as may be deemed needful or ex-
pedient by a majority of Lthe board.

“The board of visitors shall report to the
Secretary of the Navy at least once In each
year the result of its examinations of the
naval observatory as respects the conditlon
of bulldings, Instruments and apparatus,
and the efficiency with which its scientific
work is prosecuted. The board of visitors
shall prepare and submit to the Becretary
of the Navy regulations prescribing the
sc of the astronomical and other re-
searches of the naval observatory and the
dutles of its staff with reference thereto.
When appointments or details are to be
made to the office of astronomical director,
director of the Nautical Almanae, asirong-
mer, or assistant astronomer In the naval
observatory, the board of visitors may rec-
ommenil to the Secretary of the Navy suii-
able persons to fill such offices, but such
recommendations shall be determined ouly
by a majority vote of the members present
at a regularly called meeting of the board
held in the city of Washington.”

Bill to Be Prepared.
The reforms Indicated In the above recom-

mendations will doubtless be embodied in a4

bill to ba placed before Congress
early after it reassembles.

The report further shows that the naval
observatory s first In polnt of income

among the observatories of the world, the
Income of several of the largest Institutions
of this kind of the world being: Naval ob-
servatory, $85,000; Paris, $3.000: Green-
wich, $0.000; Harvard, $4600: Pulkowa,
HE,000; Cape of Good Hope, £i3.000,

MUCH WORK TO BE DONE

Very

Congress Will Get Down to Business When
It Reassembles

New Memhers Will Press for a River
and Harbor Bill—Public
Buildings.

When Congress rcassembles a week from
today the two houses will settle down to
& long season of business, which will prob-
ably extend far into the summer. There
is a great deal of work to be done of a
public character, which will or should ab-
sorb the attentlon of congressmen, while,
of course, each representative and senator
Ias legislation personal to hils own inter-
€z18 to look after.

There are a large number of new mem-
bers of the House who desire to make a
record for themselvea in their first session
and to make a strike for their constituents,
To this class the river and harbor bill, the
private pension bllls, the publlc bullding
bills and the miscellaneous appropriation
measures afford opportunities of the kind
desired.

Rivers and Harbors.

There is a question, however, whether a
river and harbor bill will be framed at this
sesslon. Chairman Burton of the river and
harbor committee has stated as hig opin-
fon that no bill will be made up this year,
but there is a difference of opinion upon
this subject among members of the House.
It remains to be seen whether the pressure
from the new members will not prove so
flrong as to force the commitiee to report
a bill

It is true, of course, that a river and
harbor bill s not absolutely essential to
carrylng on the work of public improve-
ments. Such a measure would only author-
ize the commencement of new projects.

The sundry ecivil appropriation bill wili
provide for carryving on the work which
has already been undertaken. Estlmates
to the amount of $16,00,00 for this pur-
pose have been submitted, for the muost
part to carry outl contractz heretofore made
and which must be met.

Public Buildings.

In the House about 14 publle building
bills have already been introduced, pro-
posing authorization for new buildings. It
is the opinfon of Chairman Mercer that no
bills authorizing new buildings wiil be re-
ported.

In this connection it 18 stated that, aside
from the fact that the government now
has a large number of unfinished contracts
on hand, more than the supervising archi-
tect’s office can well handle, the govern-
ment 18 called upon to make increased ap-
prupriations for buildings heretofurs au-
thorized. This necessity arises from the
Inerease In the price of structural iron and
building material. Bome bufldings hereto-
fore authorized by Congress cannot be con-
structed now because the Umit of cost fixed
by the bill will not cover the case.

WAS NEVEHR CONTEMPLATED.

Germany Had No idem of Acquiring
Danish West Indies.

In officlal German quarters hers it is
stated that Germany has never contemplat-
ed the acquisition of the Danish West In-
dian Islands, and that conseguent'y there
has been no eccasion for advices from the
German embassy here to the home govern-
ment against the acquisition on the ground
that it would be regarded in this country
as an unfriendly act. The officlals here are
at a loss to mecount for the story, as there

have bees no negotiations for such an ac-
quisition.

Assignment of Army Officers.

The following assignments to regiments
of officers recently promoted are
nounced:

First Lieut. John F. B, Mitchell, jr., to
the 12th United States Infantry, Com-
pany D,

First Lieut. James P. Droulllard, to the
1st United States Infantry, Company E.

First Lieut. Martin F. Crimmins, to the
6th United States Infantry.

First Lieut. Marion M. Weeks, to the 11th
United States Infantry, Company C.
First Lieut. James M. Love, jr.,
Sth Unlled States Infantry,
‘F_lrsr. Lieut. Paul H. McCook. to the 24

United States Intantry, Company H.

First Lieut, Frederick W. Coleman, jr.,
to the Sth United States Infantry, Com-
pany C.

an-

to the

Army Orders.

Capt. James E. Brett, 24th Infantry, has
been placed on the retired list on account
of disability incldent to the service,

Msaj. Harry L. Rogers, paymaster, U. S,
A., has been ordered to Pay to December 1
the troops at Fort Myer, Va., and Fort Mec-

]hﬁmy' North Polnt, and Fort Armistead,

’i‘muga at Washington barracks, D. RS
Fort W u.sl!ingwn. Md.; Fort Hunt and Fort
Caswell, Va,, and Fort Caswell, N. C., will
be paid to December 1 by Maj. Hugh R.
Belknap, paymaster, U. 8. A

~v®
Naval Orders.

Commander C. P. Perkins has been as-
signed to duty at the Washington navy
yard.

Chief Carpenter J. B. Fletcher, order No-
vember 20 revoked, and to await orders.

Foremnn of the Gunshop.

The Secretary of the Navy has appointed
C. G. Robinson foreman of the gunshop at
the Washington navy yard, at $7 a day.
This appointment Is made In aeccordance

with a recommendation of the naval boa rd,
which condueted a competitive examination
of candidates for the vacancy.

Col. Yolkmar's New Duties.
Col. William J. Volkmar, assistant ad-
Jutant general, has been relieved from duty
Ir. the department of Colorado and ordered
to temporary duty at New York In the de-
psrtment of the east. on the completion of
which he will proceed to Havana, Cuba, for

asslgnment to duty as adjutant general of
the division of Cuba.

Set Mnril on Fire.

Chief Post Office Inspector Cochran re-
celved Information this morning from Post-
master Minnick of York, Pa., that a man
last night put papers In a number of street
letter boxes and set them on fire, destroy-
ing the mail. Luckily, the miscreant was
discovered and arrested. Several witnesses
came forward and identified the man. The
maximum penalty for destroying the United
States mails in the letter boxes is $500 fine
and three years' Imprisonment.

Major Pope Ordered to Charleston.
Major James W. Pope, quartermaster,
now in this eity, has been ordered to take
station at Charleston, 8. C., for special

duty pertaining to the quartermaster's de-
partment.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

Talks on the Governm-nt of Qur New
Possessions,

THE FIRST LAFAYETTE DOLLAR

—_—

Plns for Betterment of Prison

Conditions in Cuba.

THE WEBSTER STATUE

Senator McComas of Maryland talked
with the President today about Puerto
Rico, Hawall and other new possessions,
The senator {8 & member of the Senate
commitiee on Pacific islands and Puerto
Rico, and 1s taking a deep Interest in the
question of government for the new pos-
sessions. He has his own ldeas as to what
should be done, but desires to secure the
ldeas of others that he may see the mat-
ters from all points of view.

Whnat Senator Stewart Thinks,

Senator Stewart was also the
President's visltors. He is also Interested
In territorial questions, and will have con-
siderable to say when the Senate takes the
subject up for consideration. Talking of
what should be done the senator said: **The
less we depart from the old territorial sys-
tem In governing our new possessions, the
le=s Innovation we make In that system,
the better we will be able to manage what
we have acquired. That svstem has proven
satisfactory for year= and In handling all

one of

the new territory we have secursad It
ought to be good enough for the latest ac-
quisitions.

“My pollcy s to take all land we can get,
and treat the people who come with It as
our children. We cannot afford 1o treat

some of them as st ildren.  When we
begin that we may have discord in the
family cirele. I believe In expansion, as
already stated, and believe that 1t was
necessary to the good of the country., A
country which doesn’t grow is llke a tres

which has attained its full growth, begins
to decay.”
No Further Military Increase. -+
Senator Cockrell of Missourl, who is the
leading demoeratic member on the Senata
committee on military affalrs, called to pay
his respects. Senator Cockrell intends to
fight the republican plan of permanently
Imereasing the regular army to 65,000 men.
“There 18 no necessity for legisiation on
the sulject at this session,” sald he. *"The
army eslablishment provided [or until
July, 1. This rives us & year and a half
in which to consider the matler and to de-
termine what is best 10 be done. I am In
favor of increasing the artillery arm of the
gervice, but I 40 not think there is now, or
will be In the near fut , any occasion for
a& permanent Inerease in the number of
Infantry or cavalry regiments above that
has be:n provided by law for a num-
nk i1

is

years. 1 th ¥} men, with =ome

& 0 the r to take care of

" fortifications, will be all the army

this country will need afier the present

conditiong In the Phillppines have been
overcome.”

The Webster Monoment Unveillng.
Senator Chandler saw the President and
Iuvited him to attend the exerciees Incldent
to the unvelling of the monument to Danial
Webster in the Lafayette Operan House on

January 18. The President acoepted the
invitation and will be present at the ex-
ercises,

The Flrst Lafayetie Dollar.
President McKinley was presented today
with the first ellver dollar struck off in aid
of the monument to be erected in Parls to

Gen. Lafayette. This is known as the La-
fayette dollar, and the entlre issue of 50,-
000, puthorized by Congress, has been coln-
ed and turned over to the associntion which
has charge of the erection of the monu-
ment. Each dollar is to be sold for $£2,
realizing 100,000 to add to the sum raised

by the school chlldren of the Unlted States
to build the monvment.

President MeKinley signified to Mr. Geo,
E. Roberts, who presented the colp, his in-
tention of presenting the dollar given him
to President Faure of France. He will send
the dollar to President Faure some time
during the coming year, and it will be ae-
companied by the best wishes of the coun-
try which so fondly cherishes the memory
of Lafavette,

Mr. Roberts, who Is director of the mint
preserved the first dollar minted, and ha

it placed in an appropriate case. On one
side of the coln are = of Washington
and Lafayette, On the ther Is a repro-
duction of the monument, which It Is pro-
posed to erect. Across the face of the
representation of the monument is this In-
scription: “‘Erected in the name of the

school children of the United States. Parls,
1800." .
To BHetter the P'risons in Coba.

Ex-Representative 8. J. Harrows of Mas-
sachusetts, 1the representative of this coun-
try on the International prigson commission,
talked with the President about the condl-
tion of prisons In Cuba. According to
Charlton Levis of the New York Prison As-
sociation, who has made a report Lo Secre-
tary Root, the majority of prisons in Cuba
are in terrible condition. Mr. Lewls has
asked the administration to make a change,
President McKinley has become much in-
terested in the subject, and through Sec-
retary Root will give orders that a better-
ment of prison conditlons shall be under-
tnken ut once. It is sald that Gon. Wood
will enter actively inte the reforms to be
inaugurated. 1t is believed that he would
have taken the matter up withoui direc-
tion so soon as he had learned the condidon
of the plaves of incarceration.

The Lasit Supervisor.

Gov. Merriam, the director of the census,
handed to the President today the name of
the last of the 300 cencus superviseors. The
tnsk of solecting these officials has been &
herculean one, and the friends of Director
Merriam are congratulating him on the
manner in which he hag handled the task.
The three hundredth man agreed upon to-
day was Geo. M. French of Arkansas, and
no more appointments of this kind will be
made. In the south the selection of super-
visors was exceedingly difficult. The dem-
ocratic senators and the republican leaders
in, the south frequently disagreed as to
appointments. Gov. Merriam’'s task was
to smooth over differences and prevent
strife. This he did in all cases.

For Monday's Reception.
Calvin Farnsworth, commander of the
Distriet G. A. R, vislted the White House
this morning to arrange for the reception
of the local veterans on Monday, when the
New Year reception of the President s
held. Commander Farnsworth will an-
nounce the program later.

Other visttors to the White House dur-
Ing the day were Senators Elkins, Tillman
and Carter, Representative Sulloway and
H. Clay Evans, lssjoner of p 1

¥ 1M
Mr. Karl Herbert Fenning of the Wash-
ingtor High School class of 98, now a
student at Trinity College, Hartford, Conn.,
is spending the holidays at his bhome in

this city.
Bradley T. McCarmick, who is studying
electrical engineering at Cornell, is at home

for the holidays.



